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car 2 U S are the diſpenſations of the providence of 
GOD, working according to his ſovereign willin this our 
day; as alſe in former ages, from ſacred record doth appear. 


We read, that Davip when he was about to go againſt : 
the Philiſtine, was accuſed of pride and naughtineſ5, of 
| heart, by his brother, who after his accuſation aſes him a 
queſtion ; but ſeeing he could judge his heart, David leaves 
the queſtion alſo for him lo find out, 


Much like this, is one inſtante, I am about to ſpeak Some- 
thing of, in the following lines: In our enemies ſland ering us, 
it was not enough it ſeems for them to cant their flanders a- 
bout among ft themſelves by ard of mouth, but they muſt 
uurite down a bundle of them and ſend to the General Court, 
ewherein after many mean ręflections, they declare that the 
| Spring of our actions are pride, vanity, prejudice, impurity, 
and uncharitableneſs : Thus they have proceeded to judgment, 
and ſince I had no liberty to ſpeak for myſelf when I was bro't 
upon trial, therefore I have written the following account, 
that all my enemies, as well as friends, may know what the 
*-xruthis ; ftill praying GOD to grant ns and * on 
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That are caſt on the BAPTIST CHURCH, at 4. 
" eld, and on CHILEAB SMITH in particular, 
which was the firſt Stone that was laid in that Building. 

4 | | | 
f OME of which ſlanders have been ſent to the Gene- 

ral Court at Beſton, and there read in public; and 
4 ſoon after we had account from England, that they ha 
99 reached there, with a deſire that we would make a re- 


ply, which we did, and ſent it to England. 

In Which ſlanderous paper, we are ſet out to be ſuch 
a people, that we are not worthy of the protection of 
civil government (or to that effect.) But it would be 
Sy too tedious here to make anſwer to all the ſlanders (that 


;- | we hear) diſtinctly: But in general we know of no flan- 
. derous report, but what we have proved, or know, tobe 
ſt falſe. For many of our enemieMhat are ignorant of 
f, what we are; and in great meaſure, of what we do, 
'Þ would caſt out our names as evil; charging us with ma- 

| ny evil things that we are entirely innocent of. t 
Js Therefore I ſhall take the following method toanſwer 
t, for myſelf and brethren (and if Paul thought himſelf 
. happy becauſe he ſhould anſwer for himſelt, why may 
OE not I?) viz. ' | | 
ts iſt, I ſhall give ſome account of myſelf from my 
he |. yours, to the time of my leaving the church at South- 
f Haaley. a | 
925 — 4 Of my conduct at Hunts-Town, now called A- 


feld, and of the work of GOD there. And, 
zd. Of our ſufferings as a ſociety. 
- 4th, Of GOD's dealings with me in particular, 
with ſome exhortations to all, to take up the Croſs and 
follow the lamb, 1 3 


= 141 

* Whereby the reader may have the truth to judge 
upon in the room of ſlander. - . 

But theſe things very briefly. And firſt. I was 
born at Hadley, of religious parents, my father died 
when I was about four or five years old; and as I grew 
up, my mother inſtructed me in things of religion, and 
taught me how to live; I promiſed to do better and en- 
deavoured to reform, but ſoon found fault with my 
own conduct; then I ſet up ſecret prayers in hopes 
that GOD would help me, but knew nothing of Jzsus 
CarrsT, only by the hearing of the car: Yet I was 
afraid to do that which I knew to be fin; and then pray 
to GOD to keep me from ſin and to pardon me. So I 
got along very uneaſy with my own ſtanding till I was 
about 17 years old ; then I was pricked to the heart 
indeed, by the words of a dying young man : The 
words were theſe, fer ever, for ever, what, not one drop 
of water For ever, for ever. Theſe words, being 
often repeated by him, alarmed me- to the purpoſe ; 
and there was wrought in me a reſolution to ſtrive to 
enter in at the ftrait gate: But I had fo much light; 


that I knew I could not ſtrive and allow myſelf in any 


known fin. 

Belore this, I uſed to be frequently with vain company; 
but now I foriook them, and betook myſelf to. ſome 
ſolitary place, with my bible, to read and pray. This 
and much more I did, but no help could J find. O the 
doleful nights that were appointed me before I ſaw any 
light! But after long ftriving in this form, I began to 
ſee ſomething in the bible that I ſaw not before. Firſt; 
began to ſee ſomething of the purity of the revealed 
will of GOD, concerning man, contained im the moral 
law ; and as the commandment came in the ſpiritual- 
lity of it, my fin revived, and I ſaw myſelf more and 
more to be dead: And I well remember, that as the 
commandment came more into my underſtanding, my 
heart conſented to it that it was good, till I longed more 
to get alone with my bible, than ever I did to get inte 
vain company, hoping I ſhould attain to that _ * 
ſaw in the pure commands of GOD. But alas! by and 
by I began to ſee the ſteadfaſtneſs of the command, and 
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by that light to ſee my own ſinfulneſs. The law I ſaw, 
held out pure rules to practice by. But O the dreadful 
curſes it ſhot forth againſt the breakers of it! My mo- 
ther told me that J=sus CurisT came to ſave ſinners, 
but I knew nothing of him, though I had heard of him 
many times. This cafe Iwas in for ſome time, till I 
ſaw myſelf, as it were, hang over the bottomleſs pit, by 
the thread of my life, which I ſaw was liable every mo- 
ment to be cut aſunder. So I lay for ſome time in this 
caſe ; and although my underſtanding was not fruitful 
+ then, yet I really experienced the truth of them words, 
Joan vi. 44. No man can come to me except the father which 
hath ſent me draw him. I felt the truth of it to my a- 
. mazement ! But after a while I began to ſee ſomething . 
of Js us CRHRISTH; at which theſe words dropt into my 

mind, which PETER laid to CHRIST; Ve know and 
are ſure that thou art that CHRISH the fon of the living 
GOD. 'Fhis ſeemed to be ſome reviving news from a- 
nother place than where I had been ſeeking for help. 
There were many other places of ſcripture that came 


to my mind with ſuch power, that the words of con- 


demnation, which came on my foul by the law, began 
to give place, ſo that I began to feel ſome peace in com- 
pariſon of what I felt before ; for, by and by, I found 
that CuRIST ſaid unto PETER, Bled art thou Simon 
Bar-Jona, for fleſb and blood hath nor revealed it unto thee, 
but my father which is in heaven, Mat, xvi 17. For I 
was convinced of the truth of the words of the goſpel, 
as I was of the law; and if PETER was Bblefed upon 
that confeſſion, then why not T ? And I had a witneſs 
in my conſcience, that fleſh and blood did not reveal it 
unto me, for I had heard of him many times before, but 
had ſeen no form or comlineſs in him, wherefore I ſhould 
defire him. But now I had ſome views of his glory, 
and as] ſaw more and more of his divine excellencies, 
the more I loved him; for by the ſcripture I faw that 
he was a friend to the law of GOD, and had magnified 
it, and made it honourable : And to be brief, every 
diſcovery J had of him, attracted my ſoul more in love 
to him; and then, I believe, I did really hunger and 
A 3 | 
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thirſt after righteouſneſs : Then theſe words were ſpoka 
to my ſoul, and brought light and life with them: Ho 
Every one that thirſteth come ye to the waters, and he that 
hath no money, come ye buy and eat, yea, come buy wine 
and milt, <without monty and without price, Iſaiah lv. 1. 
This was good news to a hungry ſoul, which was really 
poor, as I was. The ſcripture was now opened to my 
underſtanding, more clearly to fee the way of help for 
finners, by CHRIST. 

After this I got into darknefs again, having not io 
Clear views of the love of CHRISHTH as I had befire, 
which I went mourning for ſeveral days; but after a 
while, as J was making my petition to GOD, in the 
name of CHRIST, in theſe words, Lok (ſaid I) I have 
no where elſe to go but unto thee, thou only haſt the 
words of eternal life. No ſoonce had I ſaid theſe words, 
but as an echo, theſe words came into my ſoul, and ve 
Anow and art ſure thou ant CHRIST, the ſer of the m_ 

1 


GOD; and immediately there was, as it were, a va 
taken off from my underſtanding, and'I was made to 


underſtand the ſcriptures ; and I ſaw the glory of CHRIST, 


as the glory of the only begotten of the father, full of 


grace and truth, and my heart's Iove went out to him, 
in thefe words, my Loxp and my Gop.. Then 1 be- 


lieved I knew what CHRIST meant, John xiv, 12. Aud 


remembered what CHRIS did after he aroſe from the 
dead. Luke xxiv. 45. Then opened he their underſtanding 
that they ſpbould underſtand the ſcriptures. But here I muſt 
omit giving a particular account how I was led to ſee the 
law of GOD byitſelf, and the goſpel by itfelf, diſtinctly, 


and how the juſtice and mercy of GOD are perfectl 
agreed, in the ſalvation of the believer, and the ſtrengt 


_of CuRNISs TH to fave ſuch. ho is this that cometh from 


— 


Edom, travelling in the greatneſs of his firength, mighty 
to ſave, Cc. Vaiah lxiii. 1. 5 

But to paſs on, I now had a comfortable hope that I 
was delivered out of ſpiritual Egypt; and the cry of my 
ſoul to the LoR D was, what would youhaveme todo? Yet 


IJ wanted teaching as much as Iſrael did when they went 
' through the wilderneſs: So I went and joined myſelf 


3 
to the church, which I found afterwards was wofully 
fallen, or elſe never was in good ſtanding ; although 
the words of the covenant were $ood, yet I found after- 


wards that they did not pretend to practice accor ding 
to it, which included true godlineſs. 


' Sol got a church meeting, and found it publicly 


made manifeſt, - that they did not pretend to require 


| perſons to be converted, in order to join the church; 


but to take them in when under the power of a carnal 
mind, which the ſcripture faith is enmity againſt God, 


and is not ſubject to his law; neither indeed can be. 


Theſe things, -and many more of the like nature, I 
laid before the church; yet they ſtood where they were, 
ſo we parted for that time. | 


aſſociation. with him, and carry my principles with 
me in writing: So 1 wrote my mind. Firſt, concern- 
ing a true church of CHRIST, as I. underſtood the 
ſcriptures ;.1t being (in ſome) a ſpiritual houſe, CRRISTH 
being the foundation; the members compared to living 
ſtones, and all the promiſes of the goſpel centering up- 


The miniſter told me he would have _ go to the 


on ſuch ; which I at large ſet forth to the aſſociation, 


with ſcripture proofs. Ald. 
Secondly, Deſeribed their church, being a carnal 
building; its foundation, men's inventions, and not 
CAIS TH; its members, not living ſtones ; but dead in 
treſpaſſes and ſins: For, although they did not refuſe 
fo take in a converted perſon if he defired it; yet never 
the ſooner for his being converted ; ſo that if a perſon 
is never no better than was required: to be a member of 
their-church, he muſt periſh eternally. _ 25 
Theſe things at large I laid before the aſſociation, 


and defired them, if they judged I was wrong, to ſhew 


me wherein, - or deliver me their reaſons in writing, -at 
a convenient time; and promiled, if they ſo did, I would 
conform to their opinion, or elſe give my reaſons why 
I did not: But they refuſed giving any particular rea- 
ſons, and only told me, in 3 that I was wrong, 


and directed me to a certain miniſter to be convinced of 


my error. Yet I dont remember that they. objected one 
word, but that I had deſcribed the two churches right; 


„ 


but told me of difficulties in practiſing according to my 


prinelples (as one of the aſſociated miniſters told me af- 
terwards, that if a perſon was no better qualified, 
«© than was required to be a member of their churches, 
«© then they would all go to hell at laft,”) Then I 
went to the miniſter they directed me to, who, after 
he had peruſed my writings (being three ſheets _ 
per written on both ſides) his anſwer was, your reaſons 
are unanſwerable, ſignifying that the world of man- 


kind could not take off my proofs. | 


So I came home, and withdrew from that church, in 
a public —_ Some were for dealing with me for 
it, but finally they let me alone. 5 

Now, if any ſnould ſay how can this account be true? 
Since there has been a written account carried to the 
General Court at Boon, with three hands to it, where- 
in they ſay, that Chileab Smith broke off from the 


church at Sowrh-Hadley, becauſe of ſome ſmall difficul- 


ty reſpecting church diſcipline, and he had not good 
nature enough to overlook it.“ I anſwer, that there is 
Fach a ſlanderous paper carried about I readily grant, 
for we have had news from England of it; with & 
defire that we ſhould make anſwer to it; which we have 
done, but for the proof of what I have written, and 


that the aforeſaid paper is a libel; I have now by me 
the writings that I carried to the aſſociation; and can 
prove it alſo by Cong evidences : And more than 


this, ſuppoſe them ſlanders were true, yet the men that 


ſigned them, could not knowingly atteſt to them; for 


when they were acted, they were but children, if born, 
and the neareſt of them were about thirty miles off. But 
to return, I was now withdrawn from the church, be- 
ing ſettled in my own mind, that it was no church of 


_ CHnarisT; and no vody could I find that could take off 
my ſcripture > , fo that I remained alone for ſome 


time, as to church fellowſhip, | a 
Not long after this, I removed with my family to 
Hunt's-T o˙ (now called 4/feld) where for ſometime 


I could hear little or nothing of religion amongſt my 


neighbours ; but the cares of this vain world ſeeined to 


take up all their time. | 
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. Now I had in my family, a wife and eight childrens 
my wife, I believed; was converted ſometime before; 
but when I looked on my children, I had got no evi- 
dence that one of them were converted ; yet my chil- 
dren were very dutiful to their parents: But Oh ! tho't 
I, if the one thing needful be wanting, how dreadful: 
will be the caſe, And as I uſed ſome times to take my 
little infants with me to my private retirements, to 
preſent them before GOD, and plead with Carisr to- 
bleſs them: So now they were a little advanced in- 
wits my concern for them was exceeding great; yet I 
th 


ad great encouragement, eſpecially at ſometimes, : 
at GOD would in his own time, hear and anſwer my 
cry for my poor children. RES . 
Again this thought came into my mind (which added 
to my diſtreſs) What do you think to have all your 
children ſaved; you that are not worthy of the name of 
a chriſtian, ſince there has been multitudes of holy men 
that have had wicked children. Oh ! Now I had 
heart-acking work; for when 1 looked on my children, 
there was not one of them that I was willing ſhould be 
loſt; But after Fhad been in this caſe-for ſome time, 
there was brought in my mind, the ability and willing- 
neſs there is in CHRIST to ſave ſinners, even all that 
will believe on him: And how alſo ſometimes, whole 
houſholds have been converted. 'Theſe things were a 
great comfort to my mind; now. I could go with free 
dom and pour out my ſoul before GOD; for all my 
children. I had alſo a great concern on my mind for 
my neighbours, and longed to have them fee the cer- 
tainty of the things of another world (and alſo mankind 
univerſal) ſothat them petitions, in the Loxv's prayer, 
ſeemed to be the cry of my ſoul, Our father which art 
in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy: 
wwill be done, on earth as it is in heaven. © | 
While I was thus exerciſed in my mind, this place of 
ſcripture came (with great power) into my mind. 
Luke xiii- 24, 25. Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate, 
Sc. and opened to my view the dreadful ſtate of thoſe 
that ſhould at laſt be ſhut out of the kingdom of hea- 


10 J 


ven, when their probation time fhould be over. So tiat 
J longed to warn my children and neighbours to preſs 
into the kingdom of heaven. Time looked like a 
point in- compariſon of eternity. And now the croſs 
appeared, frightful in my view; for thought I, if I 
ſpeak the things that I ſee, to my neighbours, they 
will ſcoff and deride me; which delayed my ſpeaking 
for a while. But one day as I was walking ſolitary, 
that place of ſcripture came into mind, before cited, 
and many more ſcriptures; which ſhewed- me the duty 
and obligation Iwas under to let the light that was light- 
ed up in my ſoul ſhine before others, and not to hide it 
under a bed or buſhel, which gained a reſolution in 
my mind, to declare to others (if they would hear me) 
the truths that lay on my mind, and let come on me 
what will. So left what I was about, and went a- 
mong my neighbours, and deſired them to come toge- 
ther (at ſuch a time and place) for religious worſhip, 
So when the time was come, there came together al- 
moſt all that were in the town, to hear: When, after 
praying, I took an opportunity to ſpeak to them, what 


J ſaw from the forecited text, Luke xiii. 24, 25. 


Whereupon when I began to ſpeak, I felt the power 

of GOD, in a marvellous manner, upon my own ſoul, 

which filled me with love, joy, and peace, with a 
real belief of the truth of what I ſaw. And 'now allo, 

to my joy, the things that I had ſo long. pleaded with 
GOD for; were, in fome meaſure anſwered, viz. that 
GOD would pour out the awaking influence of his ſpi- 
rit on my children and neighbours, for an uncommon 
concern ſeized on their minds, and they were ſo pricked 
in their hearts, that, I have reaſon to believe, it never 
wore off, till the blood of Jesus CHR ISH healed many |, 


of them (though ſome fell away) for, from that time 


forward, I plainly perceived an alteration. among my 
children and ſome of my neighbours :- Their diſcourſe 


*and behaviour was now altered, crying, what ſhall I 


do to be ſaved ? O pray for me] &c. And much time 

I ſpent in praying with, and counſelling of them. 
Theſe things continued for ſome time before I knew 

that one ſoul had found reſt in CarIisT. But one nig 
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381 lay muſing on theſe things, I over-heard two of my 


children talking togetherabout ſome crumbs of comfort, - 


(as they called it) they had received. So I got up and 
went into the room where they were, when one of 
them (after a ſmall conflict of darkneſs) broke out in 
ſuch like words as theſe: He is come! Heis come! The 
Comforter is come into my ſoul! My ſighs are turned 
into ſongs: Oh! I have him now in the arms of my 
ſoul, &c.“ | 

_ The particular places of ſcripture through which Chriſt 
was revealed to her ſoul, I purpoſely omit, left I ſhould 
be too tedious---She was a maid about twelve or thir- 
teen years of age.---Now I remembered how the chil- 
dren in the Temple ſung Hoſannas to the ſon of David. 


Now my. ſoul was filled with ſuch rejoicing, as I be- 


lieve none knows, but ſuch as have had travel. of ſoul 

for poor ſinners. _ | | 
This being the firſt fruits of GOD's bleſſing on my 

labours (or rather the travel of Cyr1sT's foul) Idedi- 


. Cated it unto the Lok D, and ſo took courage to wait 
on the Lok p, in hopes of a more plentiful harveſt, and 


ſoit came to paſs, for by and by one after another 


came and declared what GOD had dane for the 
ſouls, not only of my children, but alſo of my neighbours. 


About this time my eldeſt ſon declared the wonders 
of redeeming love, manifeſted in:his foul. Now there 
was ſome things obſervable in him from a child ; it 
ſeemed to be his recreation, to get alone with his bible, 


or ſome good book. And now the knowledge he had 


received in the heart, with the head knowledge he had 
before, being ſanctified by the grace of GOD, was all 
improved in ſpeaking of the myſteries of the kingdom 


of CHRIST, publicly in our meetings; ſo that I ſoon 


perceived, that he had received the gift of teaching; 
which was a great comfort to me, he.improving his 
gift one half of the time: Yet always holding a free- 
dom for all the brethren to improve, according to their 
light; for ſince the time of our firſt meeting to this day, 


we have not forſaken the aſſembling of ourſelves toge · 


ther. 
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But to be ſhort, the work went on and increafed, till 
eight of my children, and many of my neighbours, 
manifeſted their union to CHRISTf by faith; and there 


is now upwards of forty members in our church. 


But before we were ſettled in a church ſtate, we 
were led to ſee the inſtitution of baptiſm, that immer- 
ſion was the mode, and believers the ſubjects; and thus 
we practice. 5 . | 

In the year 1761, my ſon Ebenezer Smith was choſen 
by the univerſal vote of the church, and ordained to 
the paſtoral care of the church in this place, and thus 


continues until this dax. 


I paſs now to give a ſhort hint of the light afflictions 
I and my brethren have ſuffered. I call them light be- 
eauſe I find, by experience, that that cannot hurt the 

I. Firſt, to ſpeak of what 1 believe the. ſcripture 


calls cruel mocking ; for after I had, for conſcience 


fake, left the church, at South-Hadley, and openly 
profeſſed to make the word of GOD my rule, I was ſet 
up as it were for a mark, for every one to ſhoot at. 
One would ſay, I wonder you are not afraid to take 
the word of GOD in your mouth; another you will 


undo your family; others that I ſhould go to the mi- 


niſters. We hire them (ſay they) on purpoſe to ex- 
plain the ſcriptures to us: And much more of the ſame 
nature, ſo that for a while my caſe ſeemed to ke almoſt 


like Paur's, when all men forſook him, and no man 
ſtood with him; yea I was alone, till I found ſociety as 


before mentioned, and I have been made the ſong of 
the drunkards _ 5 5 
I pals, ſecondly, to give ſome account of our ſufferings 


as a ſociety. 


- 


A number of us was baptized in June, 1761; we 


embodied into a church, the July following; our mi- 
niſter was ordained the ſame year, by the aſſiſtance of 
- three ng churches, and with the voice and 


conſent of moſt of the then inhabitants of the town. 
The other ſociety ordained their miniſter, in the year 


1763. We indured the : injuſtice of paying his ſettle- 


ment and ſalary, and for the building of their meets 
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jng-houſe, till the year 1768, then in May, the church 
ſent me with a petition to the General Court at Boſtor:, 
for relief, and they choſe a committee to look into the 
affair, and our petition appeared fo reaſonable to them, 
that they blamed me for not coming ſooner for help. 
But finally, the Court paſſed a reſolve, that I ſhould 
go and notify the town, and proprietors clerks, with 
% a copy of our. petition, to ſhew cauſe if any they 
had, why the prayer ſhould not be granted, at the 
bc next ſeſſion of this Court; and that the further col- 
«« leQtion of taxes, ſo far as reſpected the petitioners, 
* ſhould be ſuſpended in the mean time.” But alas! 
for us, after I was gone to do the buſineſs, the Court 
ſent me to do; at the ſame ſitting, the General 
Court made an act, wherein they impowered our op- 
preſſors to gather money of us, or ſell our lands for the 
payment of their miniſter, and the finiſhing of their meet- 
ing houſe; yet Iwent to the Court at the day appointed 
but could have no hearing. 

Then our miniſter went down to the Court in 1770, 
but got no help. After this I went to the Court again, 
and obtained a hearing, and inſtead of the other — 
ty's ſending any objections, a number of them ſent 
their names to the Court, that they had no objections 
againſt our petitions being granted. The exact num- 
ber of them I have loſt, but this I remember, that when 
the Speaker read their names in Court, he read till I 
ſuppoſe he was weary, and concluded thus, and a 
number more,” But the Court gave us no help, but 
ordered to notify our oppreſſors to bring their objec- 


Thus we ſent eight times in all. After this the 
baptiſt committee a grievances, put in a petition in 
our behalf, but got nothing but an order, to notify our 
oppreſſors again to bring in objections. 

Thus the reader may ſee how the way was prepared 
for our adverſaries to bring into the Court thoſe awful 
ſlanders; repreſenting us not to be worthy of the pro- 
tection of civil government; which was one cauſe of our 
anſwering for ourſelves: F when our opponents un- 


— 


— — ————— 
1 ÄVLol ICANIIIEY ts » EO HaASs 
9 8 „ 2 —p „ ——— — 


„ 114 


L&I 
derſtood how the Court inſiſted upon having objections, 
ſome of thoſe very men that ſent their names to the 
Court that they had no objections, now ſeemed to be as 
fierce as the reſt againſt us. And now to appearance 
we were upon the brink of ruin, for by this time our 
adverſaries had ſold at public vendue, about four hun- 
dred acres of land, from our fociety (for a very ſmall 
part of the value of it) for the payment of their miniſ- 
ter and building of their meeting-houſe. Twenty a- 
cres of the beſt of my land (which was prized at 1201, 
lawful money) they ſold for the payment of 158. 8d. 
and ftill to aggravate the crime, that 15s. 8d. was not 
due on my land, but on another man's lot, that I had 
no concern with, and we told them ſo before they ſold | 


it: And ten acres of our miniſter's land, and the reſt in 


like manner, Yet after all this, the laſt time we peti- 


- tioned the General Court for help, the committee that | 
the Court ſent out upon the affair, reported, that they 


had done us no wrong in ſelling our land, but quite 

juſt and neighbourly. | 5 
Thus all hopes of human help ſeemed to fail ; and 

the mouths of our enemies were opened wide againſt 


us, inſulting over us in a moſt reproachful manner, ſay- 


ing, when the negroes get free, then the baptiſts 


may, &c.“ But we that had an intereſt in the throne 
of grace, ceaſed not to cry for help, to the ſupreme or- 
derer and diſpoſer of all things, in whom alone all our 


hopes remained. Yea, Iencouraged myſelf in GOD, 
till pleading with him (as between the porch and the 
alter) to ſpare his people, and to deal with us accord- 
ing to all his wondrous works, whoſe mercies are very 


great over all them that call upon him in truth. 


Thus for ſome time we continued, not knowing what 


was before us, until our gracious King, with his Coun- 


cil, hearing of our oppreſſion, aboliſhed that law, by 


which we were oppreſſed. This, when it came to our 
| ears, was good news from a far ceuntry ; then we knew 
that the heart of the King was in the hand of the Loxo, 
' Glory be given to GOD for this deliverance. But to 
- paſs on. Laſtly, to give ſome account of my ſuffer- 


Wu. 
irigs more particularly, and of GOD's dealings with 
me under them. 5 
When the news of what the King had done for us 
was come, our enemies hope of gain was, in ſome 
meaſure, daſned, and they having no other courſe to 
take, they filled this part of the country with ſlanders 
againſt me, and our miniſter in particular, and alſo 
againſt the whole church, villifying and reproaching 
us; but me they called the Old Devil of all. Yea, 15 
amazingly engaged were they to make my name odi- 
ous, that I could not go about my lawful calling, bur 
ſome evil report would be raiſed from it; and if I kept at 
home, the very ſmoke of my chimney could not paſs, 
but be brought as a circumſtance of my being about 
ſome evil; and if I went abroad where my buſineſs 
called me, my track would be purſued, to ſee if they 
could not find ſome evil thing done by me. But it 


would fill a large volume to enter into particulars, or 


to tell all their lies againſt me: And one of their ſocie- 
ty, that was a little more conſiderate than the reſt, ſaid 
he believed that if every lie that was told about me was 
as big as a bean, they would fill a dwelling room fall. 


But in all their flanders they did not accuſe me with a- 


ny failings, or ſhort-comings in duty, but with things 
that I was entirely innocent of, 

By theſe things I thought it was keen envy I had to 
conflict with, and whocan ſtand before it ? as the wiſe 
man tells us, Proverbs xxvii. 4. Wrath ws cruel, and 
anger is outragous : But who is able to ſtand before 


_envy ?”? 


Now conſidering what envy hath done, the cruel 
efforts it hath made; it appeared to me that my life 
did hang in doubt, which will more evidently appear 
by the ſequel of the ſtory ; but to proceed, not long at- 
ter we had our help from England, I heard that a man 
in authority at Hatfield, threatened to bring me before 
him, but for what crime I knew not, and one of our 
oppreſſors was heard to ſay, that there was a man or 
men at Hatfield that could prevent what the King had 
done from doing us any * 2 

5 
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From theſe, and many ſuch like things, I was in 
daily expectation of ſome envious onſet, and ſo it came 
to paſs. | : 

On the 8th of November, 1771, came two officers 
ng with their attendants, early in the morning, with a 
4 warrant from the Chief judge of our Court, to ſeize on 
my perſon, and to ſearch my houſe and ſhop, for bad 

! money; ſo they ſeized on me before I was out of my 
14 bed and put me under the hands of one Elijah Wells, 
ts (a man who a little before had bought twenty acres of _ 

5 


my land, at vendue, for miniſterial taxes, and per- 


formed mary injurious acts, he came in a hoſtile man- 
55 ner into my field, flung down my fences, tore up a 
Wt number of my apple trees, and the like; yet he muſt 
16 be my kecper) then they told me they had power to 
Mt! {earch my houſe and ſhop : I told them they might have 
1 the liberty of all my keys, and they might ſearch as 
15 much as they liked, and deſired them not to break any 
1 locks, Then I got up and went to my door, and ſaw 
many attendants with the officers ; then I aſked, and 
1 ob ained leave to pray with my family. After prayer 
1 was ended, J was told, that in that time they had broke 
Wi! open my ſhop : I went out and found the door open, and 
5 the lock broke to ſhivers, and my goods tumbled about 


oh as if the hogs had been amongſt them. Some ef my 
| goods J have miſſed ever ſince, My ſhop door remains 
b +} with the lock broke ever ſince; for locks are no de- 
fence againſt ſuch a company, in, ſuch authority: Ihen 
they went to my houſe, and every crevice was ſearched, 
as if they were nunting a flea, and they were ſo well. 
pleaſed with the work, that one of them wiſhed he could 
have ſuch a chance every day, for fome of my goods, 
ow ſeen in their hands, which I have never ſeen. 
—_ | | N 

But in the midſt of this ranſack, there was an up- 
roar made, as if bedlam had broke looſe: But in the 
midſt of the confuſed noiſe, I heard theſe words utter- 
ed, we have found it, we have found the very thing.” 
When I came to underſtand the matter, they had 
found a lump of brine boiled hard, So ſome of my fa- 
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mily told them they might eat it, as they had done the 
ſugar a little before. But when they had taſted, and 
perceived what it was, that uproar ceaſed. So they 
ſearched, till the officer ſaid he would ſearch no lon- 
ger, for ſays he, nothing appears but that Smith is as 
* honeſt a man as ever was.” Then they brought me 
to Hatfield, before the Judge that ſent them, and ten 
evidences, in order to Ser me guilty of counterfeit- 
ing money. (It would be too long here to write parti- 
cularly how I was uſed, and abuſed; I ſhall therefore 
only give a ſketch thereof.) Then I was called to ſtand 
before the Judge, while ten evidences were examined, 
which took up a long time; and I was very infirm in 
body, that it ſeemied as if I ſhould have fainted before 
he had done; yet I indured it: And when he had 
gone through, and could pet no evidence againſt me, 
he checked them for ſpeakirig in my favour ; yet he 
would not give out, but committed me to a keeper, 
though I was more fit to be under a doctor's care, than 
ſuch a Judge, by reaſon of my age, and illneſs of bo- 
dy; yet J was ſhut up in a cold room, with the doors 
and windows nailed, and my keeper charged, if he 
took any ſleep to lay acroſs the nailed door. Though 
my ſon earneſtly intreated that I might lay in a bed, 
yet no ſuch favour might I receive. Sol paſſed the 
night conipoſed in mind, waiting to fee what GOD 
would permit thoſe men to do with me further. 
But in the night I heard a ſudden noiſe, and looking 
up I ſaw the nailed door broke open, and my keeper 
at the door, a going out, I went to the door in order 
to ſtop him, but could not, yet he came again before 


day, 


But when the morning was come, I was brought a- 
gain before the Judge, who ſeemed (I thought) to be 
more engaged than ever to get fome proof againſt me, 
and when he could get none, he ſeemed to be (as I 
thought) angry with the evidences : Then he would 
try to make the very ſmoke of my ſhop chimney on ſab- 
bath day noons, a circumſtance againſt me; where I 
made a fire for me and ſome of my neiglibours to warm 

"x | 


; ſ\ 1 JT 
by (our meetings being then held at my houſe) ard. 
many other things that ſeemed as ſtrange as that. For 
proof of what I have ſaid, here follows a copy of eight 
of the ten evidences own hand writing (the other two 
being Armen and his ſon, who was one of the com- 
mittee that ſold our lands for miniſterial taxes, as a- 
bove ſaid : Although when under oath, they could ſay 
nothing againſt me te prove the complaint, yet now 
they would not favour me with their hands, as the reſt 
did) which 1s as follows : | : EP 

ASHFIELD, November 11, 1771. 
E the ſaliſcribers, who have been ſummoned lo prove 
an indictment againſt CHILEAB SMITH, of his 
Wt coining and putting off bad money; do teſtify and jay, that 


* 0 ewe cannot, nor did not underſtandingly atteſt to one ti tele of 
Mil bt the indictment, nor of any circumſtance tending to prove the 
14 ſame : And we never ſaw nor heard any thing of him, that 
14 gave us the leaſt grounds to miſtruſt that he kept a 4475 75 ; 
Wy ſecrecy, or did any thing there that he was afraid ſhould be 
SY known ; and do believe that the reports to the contrary are 
[8H entirely falſe ; neither did ave in cur judgment, hear any of 
1 ihe ſaid indictment in any meaſure proved by any of the ref 
8 if the evidences, As avitneſs our hands. 

is Ebenezer Sprague, Moſes Smith, 2d, 

15 Matbaniel Hervey,  Chileab Smith, jun. 

#4 Forathan Sprague,  FMNehemiah Sprague. 

A Nathan Chapins, | 


Alſo Leonard Pike (to whom the report was, that 
J had put off a bad dollar) gave from under his hand, 
that ſaid report had no truth in it. 1 
Thus when the Judge could find no evidence againſt 
ine. he ſpoke of many things, as appeared to me, to 
darken council, by words without knowledge, as what 
to you uſe mercury for? and the like. - I pleaded with 
him to let me anſwer for myſelf, which he wholly re- 
faſed, with ſach a cant as this, I know you of old, 
Smith, you are cunning, &c.“ yet J ventured to ſay ſo 
much as this, I never uſed it no other way but to make 
5 doRor's medicine, but was forced to be filent. 
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Thus he bound me over to the Superiour Court, 


without any evidence, with a great bond (hoping as I 


ſuppoſe) by that means to put me in priſon all winter, 
for when bondſmen appeared he would not accept 
them, till he was told that one of them was worth 
twice as much as the whole bond. So I remained un- 
der bonds all winter. . N 
Thus my life was expoſed to the rage of cruel men, 
for I know it was impoſlible for me to be more innocent 


4 . 


of any crime than I was of that which I was apprehend- 


ed for, and the ſlanders rang daily in my ears; and the 
influence that ſuch examples of rulers hath upon com- 
mon people, who are like minded, is worthy of obſer- 
vation. I ſhall only mention one inſtance relative to 
this affair, viz. I had ſome dealings with one Simeon 
Hervey, of Deerfield, he complained of injuſtice 5 we a- 
greed to leave it to indifferent men to judge between us, 
and promiſed to abide by their judgment: They brought 


in judgment in my favour ; But after I was bound over 


to Court as above faid; and the tidings were told in 
Gath and publyhed in the ſtreets of Afeelon as it were, 
then this Hervey beſtired himſelf to the purpoſe, in a 


very ſlanderous, outrageous manner, ſaying, he would 


make my name ring, at divers times and before divers 
perſons, till he got to that paſs, that he threatned to 
take club law, and then bragged that I was afraid to 
come to Deerfield ; for ſays he, there are men here that 
will riddle him till they can ſee through him as through 
a riddle: Thus he continued till he had got ſo ſtrong 
that it ſeems he thought every body would judge as he 
did (having the Judges example at Hazfeld before him) 
fo he complained of me to a neighbouring church; who, 
when they came to judge the affair, ſo far prevailed in 
making him ſenſible of his evils, that he has given me 
the following confeſſion, to publiſh it when I think beſt, 


VIZ. 


£2 MonTacve, January 28, 1772. 

FT HIS may certify all chriſtian people, whom it may 
| concern, that I Simeon Hervey, of Deerfield, the 
fubjcriber, being at the houſe if Mr. Jeduthun Sawyers, in 
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Montague, on the day above written, with a number of 
men belonging to the Baptiſt church there, to whom I had 
complained of Mr: Chileab Smith, of Aſhfield, his conduct 
towards me in an affair of ſome traps I let the ſaid Smith 
have for ſome land at Stafford; wherein I raſhlys and in a 
paſſion, from time to time, charged the ſaid Smith, unjuſtly 
ewith ſcandalous defamatory ſpeeches, for which I am hears 
tily forry and aſt his forgiveneſs, and all other people who 
heard me: I now believe the ſaid Smith had an hooeft mind 
in all his dealings with me for ought appears. As witneſs 
my hand, ©  . JI{MEON HERFEY. 

1 alſo promiſe to ſet it ups wiz. this paper en the Mor of 
my houſe; to land one month; - „ TIAL 

JonaTHan WELLs, In behalf of the 

SAMUEL MonTacvue, — 

Thus you may ſee how my life was in danger, for if 
the judge ſhould apprehend me again for ſome other 
flander, and put me in priſon, I was ſo infirm, and m 
diſeaſe being increaſed by the hardſhip I had met 25 
already, that it was judged by others as well as myſelf, 
that it would ſoon put an end to my life, - 

But when the time was come, I went to the Superior 
Court, where I had to wait eight or ten days, for my 
enemies to try what they could do, and I not permit- 
ted to ſpeak for myſelf. One time by advice of ſome 
friends, I went to diſcourſe with the grand jury, when 
they were not on buſineſs ; but the officers turned me 
out in haſte, 3 | 5 

When the complainer was demanded to bring proof 
againſt me if he had any (as I was told) he brought one 
and another, who {aid under oath, they believed I was 
guilty : Well faid the jury, but what do you know? 
Why it is true ſay they, I know nothing myſelf, but I 
have heard a deal of talk about it; but I believe ſuch a 
man can tell ſomething about it: Then they would go 
poſt haſte after him; but when he was come, could 


tell no more about it than the other; thus to be 


ſhort, they went from place to place, till at laſt they 
went about 3o miles after two men, who, when they 
came, gave in under oach, one that he knew nothing. 


| ( 
about it; the other; that he ſhould not know the man 
if he met him in the room. Thus they were obliged to 
give over: The King's Attorney, who had been very 
faithful in ſending about for evidences, told the jury 
that he was glad that all ſuſpicions about Smith's mak- 
ing money was groundleſs. So the Court ordered the 
cryer to cry me innocent, crying off three times in open 
Court, and ſo I was diſmiſſed ; but not one penny al- 
lowed me for all my time and abuſe. 

I ſuppoſe through the hardſmips I endured I loſt al- 
moſt a whole winter's work. * : 

But as touching the crime that has been laid to my 
charge, I do ſolemnly proteſt, that I never have to my 
knowledge been ſo much as once tempted in the leaſt to 
commit the fin, nor to countenance it in any body elſe, 
nor ſo much as knew how they did it that were guilty. 
And ſince my. enemies have worked their will without 
any interruption, and I not fuffered to ſpeak for myſelf 
from firſt tolaſt, and yet they could find nothing againſt: 
me; therefore I think I ought to be believed. 'There- 
fore let me intreat you, whoever you are that have had 
any hand in my ſufferings, or have ſlandered me (or a- 
ny of us) to turn off your eyes from ſlanders, and re- 
member in time, that ſome men's ſins go beforehand to 
judgment; and that you muſt give an account for all 
theſe things: And if any that ſtand in place of authori- 
ty, ſhould read theſe lines. Let me intreat you as the 
fathers of our country; but I am not about to tell you 
have done wrong, but to pray you. to conſider of 
what is done, in the light of GOD's word: And how _ 
that all men from the higheſt to the loweſt are prone. 
to make miſtakes, in our fallen ſtate, as is abundantly 
evident from the ſcriptures of truth; and compare what 
I have mentioned in the foregoing lines, done by au- 
thority, by which means ſo much oppreſſion has been 
brought upon us, viz. That law that was made at the 
time when Icarried a petition to Beſton for help, as before 
Cited, p. 13 and 14, with the word of GOD, and ſee if 
this is ruling in the fear of GOD; and alſo the ſuffer- 
ing that I have endured in my own perſon, under this 


11 
our authority, without the leaſt provocation, and paſſed 
over without the leaſt ſatisfaction. I pray you to take 
one ſerious thought of theſe things, and ſee whether 
ydu can with pleaſure give an account there of another 
day; for GOD will bring every work into judgment 
ith every fecret thing. | | 
But if any ſhould ſcruple the truth of what I have de- 
clared reſpecting that laws being made, by which we 
were oppreſſed, at the fame ſitting of the Court; and bur 
afewdays after they had paſſed a refolve that they ſhould | 
gather no more money of us till the next fitting. Let 
them conſult the records of the General Court, and they 
will find it true. And further; when we went to the 
110 Court, time after time, eight times in all, and plead- 
410 ed with them with tears in our eyes, to have compaſſion 
11 on us; and deliver us from the cruel oppreſſions that we 


0 laboured under: They turned a deaf ear to our diftreſ- 
i 1 ſed cries; and as I was informed, made a mock of our 
149 tears. The cauſe of my tears was, becauſe I felt the 
(BH diftreſs we were in, having been greatly impoveriſhed 
"3M by the laſt war; grarding ourſelves for ſome years be- 
| oidiers granted us; and now by keen 


oppreſſion brought fo low, that many of my poor bre- 
| ren's children had to go almoſt quite barefooted all 
4M winter: Mine eyes affected mine heart. 
Furthermore; with ſubmiſſion, I query, did our ru- 
t lers rule in the fear of GOD, when that flanderous pa- 
„ per before- mentioned, p. 8, 14, was brought into the 
Court before your eyes, without any proof; ſo far to 
countenance it as to give no reproof to the ſlanderers, 
but ſuffered it to go to Exgland, and our friends 
there ſent back for an anſwer, it ſeems, before they 
would judge upon them, as has been before- mentioned. 


Al fore we had any 
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17 But now I deſtre to give hearty thanks to the General 
1 Court, that after the King had diſannulled that act by 
19 which we were oppreſſed, that you did then ſo far conſider 
(BY us: as to diſcharge us from the whole of the ſalary of 
$14 the miniſter of our oppreſſors; which act of yours wit- 
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neſſeth, that you are now convinced it was unjuſt for us 
to pay it. 5 | 
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But then I query, by the ſame rule of juſtice, why 
we werenot allowed ſomething for our damages, which 
was very great; our effects made havock of, our apple 
trees tore up by the roots, and carried off, before our 


eyes; and many other things, beſides eight journeys, 


above 100 miles, to the General Court, for help, which 
coſt us 501. lawful money? Yet for all this, we have 
nothing allowed us. Pray conſider whether this agrees 
with your own act. | 

One thing more we would juſt mention, and that is, 
when the General Court had made a donation of a piece 
of land to the firſt miniſter that ſhould be ſettled-in this 
place: That after the town had ſettled a miniſter by 
the vote and conſent of, by far, the major part of the 
inhabitants; and with the aſſiſtance of three neighbour- 
ing churches ; and ſo proved in the General Court, and 
one of the members of the Court in my hearting, de- 


clared that the ſettlement was good, and none contra- 
dicted it; yet this donation of land was given to a ſe- 


cond miniſter that others ſettled in the ſame town, and 


the firſt miniſter and his people rated, and compelled 


to pay his ſettlement, and to build a meeting-houſe for 
him and his people. Is not this contrary to the words 


and intent of the charter, which gives equal liberty to 
all diſſenters, whether Preſbyterians or Baptiſts; and 
if it is, it ought to be righted. | F 


— 


* 
. 


But perhaps ſome may inquire whether I have pati- 
ently ſuffered all theſe things? I can freely anſwer yea, 
becauſe it was for the teſtimony of Jzsvs! And the 
more ] ſuffer for his ſake, ſo much the more I love him: 
Becauſe I find his promiſe made good, I will never leaye 
thee nor forſake thee. | : 

And when the officer came and ſeized on me in my 


bed, it was no ſurprize to me, for I had won by 


an inviſible hand, that I ſhould ſoon ſuffer ; therefore I 
was much in prayer to GOD, that for CHRIST's ſake 


he would be with me, in whatſoever ſufferings I ſhould 


be called to paſs through. I was made alſo to believe 


that I ſhouid have no great matter to do in this trial, 


but to ſtand ſtill and ſee the ſalvation of GOD. 80 
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1 728880) 


1 241 
when I was taken priſoner and many grievous things 
laid to my charge, which I knew not. I felt 
uncommon joy to ſeize my ſoul, with thankfulneſs to 
GOD for preſerving me, from being in the leaſt - 
tainted with the crimes laid to my charge. And when 
my enemies were trying their utmoſt to find ſomething 
whereby they might take hold of me in the law. Then 
I felt the power of them words on my mind; Fear not 
them that kill the body ; and after that have no mo- t 
they can do; and it is encugh for the ſervant to 4 
Bis maſter, Many other places alſo came with .uca 
power on my mind, that my love to CHRISHT was kin- 


dled to ſuch an ardent flame, that if I had a thouſand 
lives, they would not have been all too dear to lay down + 


for his ſake : So that I valued not the pains of my bo- 
dy, no more than Jacob did the halting upon his thigh 
when he had obtained the bleſſing. | 

But doubyleſs there are many that will have no un- 


derſtanding in theſe things juſt mentioned; for the 


things of the ſpirit of GOD are ſpiritually diſcerned ; the 
ſpiritual perſons therefore only can read theſe things 
with underſtanding. | 

Thus I have given a hint as I propoſed, of what has 
fell out in this place, and leave it for the conſideration 
of all; exhorting all that love the welfare of their im- 
mortal ſouls, to take up the croſs and follow the lamb, 
whitherſoever he goeth; for I can teſtify unto you 
from the word of Cop, and my own experience, that 


all things ſhall work together for good to them that 


love GOD. Therefore awake thou that fleepeſt ! 
and ariſe from the dead, that CHRIS TH may give you 
light, and he that cometh to me (ſaith CHRIST) I will 
in no wiſe caſt out; for I am he that liveth and was dead, 
and be held I am alive for evermoae, amen; and hae the. 


keys of hell and of death. Rev. 1. 18, 


